Strategies to Learn your Spellings

Lok, say, cover,
write, check

This is proloalkly the most common strategy used 1o learn spellings.
Look: fiest look at the whole word carefully and if there i one part of the
word that is difficult, lock at that part in more detail.

Say: say the word as you look ot it, using different ways of proncuncing
it if that will make it more memaonakle.

Cover: cover the word.

Write: write the word from memeory, saying the woed as you do so.
Check: Have you got i Aght? If yes, fry wrifing it again and again! If not,
start again — lock, say, cover, write, check.

Trace, copy and
replicate
(ond then check]

Thiz is a similor learming peocess to 'look, say, cover, write, check’ but is
akout developing automaticity and muscle memony.

Write the word out on a sheet of paper enswing that it is spelt corectly
and it is large enough to frace over. Trace over the word and say it af
the same fime. Maove next to the word you have just written and write
it out as you say it. Turn the page over and write the word as you say i,
and then check that you have spelt it comecthy.

If this & easy, do the same proces: for two different words at the same
fime. Once you have written all your words this way and feel confldent,
miss cwt the tracing and copying or the fracing alone and just write
e wiords.

Segmentation

The splitting of @ word info its constituent phonemes in the comect order
to support speling.

Quickwrite

Writing the words inked to the teaching focus with speed and fluency.
The qim is to write s many words oz possible within a fime constraing.
Pupils can write words provided by the teacher or generate fheir own
examples. For example, in two minuies write as many woeds as possible
with the [i: [ phoneme.

Thiz can be tumed intc a varety of competfitive games incleding
warking in feams and developing relay race approaches.

Dranwimg arcwnd
the word to show
the shape

Crorw arcund the words making a clear distinction in size where there
are ascenders and descenders. Lock carefully atf the shape of the word
and the letters in each box. Now try to write the word making sure that
yvou get the same shaps.




Drowing an image
around the word

This strategy is ol about making o word memorakle. It inks to meaning
in order to try o make the spelng noficealkle.

@

Ménaréhy

You con't use this rethod as your main method of leaming spellings, but
it right work on fhose that aore just a liitle more difflcult fo rermmember.

Words withowt

This strategy is useful where the vowel choices are the chalenge in the
words, Write the words without the vowels ond pupils hove fo choose
the corect grapheme to put in the space. For example, for the word
field:

f ld

Pyramid words

Thiz methcd of leaming words forces you to think of each letier separotely.

P
Py
py¥r
pyra
pyram
pyramil
pyramld

fou con fhen reverse the process so that you end up with a diamona.

Other strategies

Criher methods can include:

= Fainbow wrting. Using colouvred pencils in different ways can help to
make ports of words memoralole. You could highlght the tricky ports
of the word or write the tricky part in a different colour. You could
dlsc write ecch lefter in a different colour, or write the word in red,
then owveroy in crange, vellow and o on.

= Making vp memorakle “silly senfences” containing the word

= Saying the word ina funny woy — for exomple, pronouncing the
slent’ letiers inoa word
= Clapping and counting to idenfify the syllokbles in o word.




statutory word list for Years 3 and 4

accident{ally)
actual(hy)
address
answer
appear

armive

believe
bicycle
breath
breathe

bwild
buwsy/business
calendar
cawght

centre
century
certain

circle
complete
consider
contfinue
decide
describe
different (Phase &)
difficult
disappear
early

earth

eight (h)/eighth
enouwgh
EXercise
exXperience
experiment
extreme

famows
favourite
Februvary
forward(s)
fruit
grammar
group
guard
guide
heard (h)
heart
height
history
imagine
important
increqse
interest
island
knowledge
learn
length
library
material
medicine
mention
minute
natural
nauwghty
notice

occasion{ally)

often
opposite
ordinary
particular

peculiar
perhaps
popular
position
possess{ion)
possible
potatoes
pressure
probably
promise
quarter
question
recent
regular
reign (h)
remember
sentence
separate
special
straight
strange
strength
sSUppoOse
suUrprise
therefore
though/although
thouwght (Phase §)
throuvgh (Phase §)
(h)

Various
weight (h)

wWoman, women



